Culture 2: High School in America
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Modern Japanese schools were modeled on Prussian schools in the 1860s. After World War I, Japanese
schools were heavily influenced by American educational ideas. Despite this, Japanese and American
schools are very different. Let’s take a look at some ways they differ.
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School year: In Japan, the school year starts in April, when the cherry blossoms are in full bloom, and
the school year runs through March of the next year. In America, school starts in September and ends in
May. There is a two week winter break to celebrate Christmas and New Years and a one week spring
break in March. Summer vacation is three months. The reason for the long summer break is that in the
past children had to help their parents with harvest and in some parts of America it was just too hot to
study!
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Homerooms: In both Japan and America, students belong to a homeroom. In Japan, students remain in
their homeroom most of the day while a different teacher comes each period. In America, students only
go to homeroom for a short while in the morning. After homeroom, each student follows their own
individual schedule and goes to a different classroom for each subject. Some classes place students
based on their abilities. For example, students who are good at math take one

class while students who are poor at math take a different class. Students can
even choose to take more difficult classes, some of which count for college
credit. And sometimes students skip grades if they find their schoolwork too
easy.
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Going to school: In Japan most students walk, ride their bike, or take the train to

school. There are few trains in America and cities are wider. Most students ride a school bus or they go
by car. Throughout most of their school career, students are driven to school by their parents. But once
they turn 16 and get their driver’s license, students usually drive themselves to school.
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Students that want to play sports in Japanese high schools join clubs. In America, students join teams.

But first, they have to try out. If they are not good enough, they cannot join. Clubs in American high

schools are for interests and scholarly activities. For example, there

may be an art club, chess club, drama club, Japan club, scholar’s
bowl, model UN, brass band, or community service club.
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‘W Michael Jordan is considered by many to be the best basketball player of all
time. He won six NBA championships with the Chicago Bulls in the 1990s.
But did you know that when he first tried out for his high school basketball

—\‘\ team, he didn’t make the cut? Determined, he trained rigorously and the next
= | vearhemade the team.
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What do you think about Japanese sports clubs? Anyone can join, even if they are not very good. What
do you think about American sports teams? Only so many people can join the team. Which do you think
is better? Do you think Michael Jordan would have been the basketball player he became had he been
allowed to join his high school basketball team without having to try out and make the cut?
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In America, games are played at school, which usually has separate fields for baseball and football and
stands for students and parents to watch. Home games are played at your school; away games are
played at another school. The games are held in the evening so that students from both schools as well
as parents can watch and cheer on the players. Each school has a cheerleading squad to help lead the
spectators in cheering on their team.
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Prom is the biggest social event of the school year. Many students work very hard to organize the dance,
which is held for juniors and seniors at the end of the school year. They hire a band, rent a ballroom and
decide on a prom theme. Girls wear fancy dresses and guys rent tuxedos and usually go out to eat with
their date before the dance. Students vote for one girl to be prom queen and one guy to be prom king.
Would you like to be prom king or queen?




